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Key AAP Advocacy Priorities (not exhaustive!)

Business of Pediatrics

• Children’s Coverage and Access to Care

• Immunization Confidence and Access

• Resources for Pediatric Practices:

• Payment and Coding Resources

• Vaccine Confidence Campaign

• Immigrant Child Health Resources



Children’s Coverage and Access to Care

• Coverage: Medicaid and CHIP policies

• Timely Access: Pediatric workforce, practice and 

hospital capacity, network participation, payment 

adequacy

• Necessary Services: Federal recommendations, benefit 

design
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Medicaid Matters for Child Health



Medicaid Finances Pediatrics
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On average, 47% 

of discharges from 

children’s hospitals 

are paid for by 

Medicaid 

52% of inpatient 

stays in children’s 

hospitals are paid 

for by Medicaid 
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Skopec L, Pugazhendhi A, Zuckerman S. 
Updated Medicaid-to-Medicare Fee 
Index: Medicaid Physician Fees Still Lag 
Behind Medicare Physician 
Fees. Health Affairs. 2025;44(5). 
doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2024.01530

Marshall S, Zhou D, Mills C. 
Commercial reimbursement 
benchmarking 2025. Milliman white 
paper. July 2025. Available from 
https://www.milliman.com/en/insight/
commercial-reimbursement-
benchmarking-medicare-ffs-rates-
2025. 
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Michelson KA, Cushing AM, Bucholz EM. National Trends in Pediatric Inpatient Capacity. JAMA 
Pediatr. 2025;179(2):208–209. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2024.5110

Relative Changes in Inpatient Capacity, 2008-2022



• Health care: $1T+ in cuts, 10m to lose coverage

• Medicaid funding cuts, new enrollment barriers for 

expansion adults including parents and 

immigrants

• SNAP: $186B in cuts, 22.3m families affected

• State cost-share, expanded work requirements

• Immigration: $130B in spending

• More enforcement, family detention, policies 

undermining child health

• And more…

• Lifetime limits on federal student loans including 

medical education

• Increased child tax credit, but parent must have 

SSN

• $50B rural health transformation fund



How is AAP engaging?

• Legislative advocacy: continuous coverage for kids, Medicaid 

payment increases, workforce incentives

• Regulatory engagement: Medicaid Access/Managed Care rules, 

accounting for unique needs of kids as HR 1 rolls out

• Technical assistance to state chapters

• Tracking impacts

• Resources for practices
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Resources for Practices & Pediatricians
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https://www.aap.org/en/practice-management/child-health-finance-payment-strategy/
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Payment 

Benchmarking 

Tool

https://pediatricsupport.com/

analysis-of-codes-affecting-

pediatrics
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Immunization Confidence and Access
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• Vaccine availability

• Evidence-based recommendations

• Family confidence



Federal Vaccine Policy Changes, 2025
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• COVID-19 vaccine recommendation changes for healthy children, pregnant women

• MMRV recommendation changes

• Review of entire childhood immunization schedule

• Possible changes to Vaccine Injury Compensation Program

• Possible changes to FDA approval processes

• Implications for Vaccines for Children program

• Liability implications



News from Last Week: Changes to the CDC’s Vaccine & Autism 
Website

“The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website 

has been changed to promote false information 

suggesting vaccines cause autism. Since 1998, 

independent researchers across seven countries have 

conducted more than 40 high-quality studies involving 

over 5.6 million people. The conclusion is clear and 

unambiguous: There’s no link between vaccines and 

autism. Anyone repeating this harmful myth is 

misinformed or intentionally trying to mislead parents. We 

call on the CDC to stop wasting government resources to 

amplify false claims that sow doubt in one of the best 

tools we have to keep children healthy and thriving: 
routine immunizations. The American Academy of 

Pediatrics stands with members of the autism community 

who have asked for support in stopping this rumor from 

spreading any further.” 

65

Statement by AAP President Susan J. Kressly, MD, FAAP 

on Changes to CDC’s Website on Autism
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https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/campaigns-

and-toolkits/immunizations/



22

https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/fact-checked/



Resources for Supporting Immigrant Children 

and Families

Business of Pediatrics

https://downloads.aap.org/DCMO/Supporting_Immigrant_

Children_Pediatrician_Resources_TIPS_2025.pdf
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What Does 2026 Have in Store?
Key Work in States and All Eyes on the Mid-Terms

• Regulatory-palooza 

• State legislative sessions take center stage with hard 
budget decisions

• Slim Congressional margins = not much legislating

• Action in the courts

• Shifting politics headed into the mid-terms

• Continued vaccine federalism

• Immigration policies will stay front and center

• Your voice and expertise more vital than ever
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Thank you!

sglier@aap.org

mailto:sglier@aap.org
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